
QUALIFICATIONS
WHAT 

All apprenticeships are based on National Certificate and Diploma qualifications which are made up of a 
selection of unit standards registered with the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) on the New 
Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF).

These qualifications have been developed by the NZ Marine ITO in direct consultation with employers and 
other key stakeholders, ensuring that the qualifications offered are industry relevant and accepted. Regular 
reviews take place to ensure the qualifications are up to date with technological changes and industry 
expectations / requirements.

While the qualifications do not state a fixed time duration, it is expected that apprentices should be achieving 
on average 70 credits per annum. As an example, it may take a composite boatbuilder undergoing a 338 
credit qualification up to 5 years to complete, however, some will complete earlier depending on their abilities 
and the opportunities they have in their workplaces.

ARE AVAILABLE?
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BOATBUILDING - Level 2 INTRODUCTORY

BOATBUILDING - Level 3

BOATBUILDING - Level 4

Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

Limited Credit Programme Boatbuilding Foundation Skills
(Gateway)* 2 23 3

Limited Credit Programme Boatbuilding Foundation Skills
(Pre-apprenticeship)* 2 23 3

* NZ Marine ITO Limited Credit Programme (LCP) Certificate of Achievement issued (Not an NZQA registered qualification)

Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding

Interior and Exterior
Marine Painting 4 247 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Composite 4 338 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Wooden 4 358 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Alloy 4 306 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Steel 4 302 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Marine Cabinetmaking 4 250 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Marine Systems Engineering 4 287 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Composite Sparmaking 4 203 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Metal Sparmaking 4 218 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Marine Rigging 4 150 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding

Composite Production
Trailer Boats 4 263 5

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding

Alloy Production
Trailer Boats 4 253 5

Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding

Marine Electrical and 
Electronic Installation 3 83 2

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Fill and Fair Marine Substrates 3 103 2

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Interior Marine Painting 3 141 2

National Certificate 
in Boatbuilding Exterior Marine Painting 3 149 2
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BOATBUILDING - level 5 Advanced

Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Diploma 
in Boatbuilding Composite 5 244-258 1

National Diploma
in Boatbuilding Wooden 5 242-256 1

National Diploma
in Boatbuilding Metal 5 242-256 1

Marine Sales & Services
Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Certificate in Marine
Sales and Services Marine Retail and Distribution 2 80 3

National Certificate in Marine
Sales and Services Marine Retail and Distribution 4 109 1

National Certificate in Marine
Sales and Services Boatsales and Brokerage 4 99-103 2

First Line Management
Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Certificate in 
Business First Line Management 4 45 5

competitive manufacturing
Type of Qualification Industry Speciality Level Credits Version

National Certificate in
Competitive Manufacturing Introductory Application 2 40 2

National Certificate in
Competitive Manufacturing Technical Application 3 50 2

National Certificate in
Competitive Manufacturing

with an optional strand in 
facilitation 4 70-90 2

National Diploma in
Competitive Manufacturing n/a 5 120 1
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NEW QUALIFICATIONS - to be introduced during 2011/2012

• National Certificate in Boatbuilding (Production Trailer Boat Fit-outs) Level 3

• National Certificate in Boatbuilding (Marine Electrical and Electronic Installation) Level 4

• National Certificate in Boatbuilding (Marine Survey) Level 4 

• National Certificate in Marine Sales and Services (Marina Operators) Level 3

COMPOSITES MANUFACTURING QUALIFICATIONS

The NZ Marine ITO also offers these qualifications for the composites manufacturing industry:

• Limited Credit Programme – Composites Foundation Skills – 34 credits

• National Certificate in Composites (Level 3)

• National Certificate in Composites (Level 4)

- Please visit the NZ Marine ITO website for further details at www.nzmarine.com

MARINE INDUSTRY RELATED QUALIFICATIONS  
OFFERED BY OTHER ITOs

Sailmaking

• National Certificate in Industrial Textile Fabrication (Sailmaking) Levels 3 and 4 
- Motor ITO – refer to www.mito.org.nz

Outboard Motor Servicing

• National Certificate in Motor Industry (Trailer Boat Systems) Levels 3 and 4  
- Motor ITO – refer to www.mito.org.nz

Maritime 

• National Certificate in Maritime (Commercial In-shore Vessel Deckhand) Level 2

• National Certificate in Maritime (Commercial In-shore Passenger Vessel Hospitality) Level 2

• National Certificate in Maritime (Commercial In-shore Vessel Operations) Level 3 
   (with an optional strand in Business Operations)

• National Certificate in Maritime (Merchant Navy Deck and Engine Room Watch Rating) Level 3

• National Certificate in Maritime (Commercial Coastal Watchkeeping) Level 4

• National Certificate in Maritime (Master of Commercial Coastal Vessel) Level 4 
   (with an optional strand in Ocean Navigation)

 - Competenz – refer to www.competenz.org.nz
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